A = Maj. Biskup's well known I-153, “White 102", autumn 1942.
Several photos of this machine are known, and two of these
showing the port side seem to suggest that the tactical number
might not be in white. However, with all known images taken into
consideration, and some 16 mm footage as well, the author feels
that the likely answer is that the “102" is in white, and the tonal
irregularity of these alternate views simply a photographic anomaly.
Biskup’'s machine also demonstrates a curiosity of most of the
Chaikas seen during this visit with its asymmetrical ordnance load,
this consisting of four RS-82 rockets to starboard and bombs (here
a FAB-50 and an AO-10) to port. Despite a date in late August,
patches of snow can been seen throughout the photo coverage of
this visit (as here), revealing the bitter cold of the Gulf of Finland.

Alternate colour interpretations
have been put forward for the
tactical number “102". A yellow
shade is ruled out by virtue
of some shots’ photographic
properties, but colours such as
AlIl Blue and non-zinc industrial
primer (as shown) are possible.
Be that as it may, the author
suggests that white is the more
likely answer.
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